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Winter

Delicate snow falls like flower petals, and piles up on trees. They look like
flowers blooming in the shrine precinct. What a wonderful sight it is! In
this season, the 500 stone statues wear cotton hats.
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The beautiful autumn foliage is a sight not to be missed. The
autumn leaves are illuminated in mid-November.
A mini-concert is held at the same time, and you can enjoy
the harmony of lit-up autumn leaves and music. In addition,
about 1,000 candles are lit in front of a group of the stone.
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statues, and the shrine precinct is steeped in a fantistlcalk
atmosphere.
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This is the season when the Five Hundred Arhats are shaded by trees in the
shrine precinct.
Every year on August 8, the festival of Yakushi Nyorai who is the principal
object of worship, the Sento-e (memorial service of a thousand lights) is
held. We revere our ancestors, lighting approximately 1,000 candles.
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When spring comes, pale pink cherry blossoms add color to
the Five Hundred Arhats. Trees all.over the shrine precinct
turn a delicate pink shade.

Look at the petals fluttering in a gentle breeze in the quiet
and elegant Rakan-ji Temple, and enjoy a leisurely moment.
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Five Hundred Arhats (Gohyaxurakan) of Hojo

They: say you will surely find familiar faces such
as your parents or children there
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The Five Hundred Arhats of Hojo is a group of stone statues that is famous nationwide,
along with those of Yabakei Gorge in Oita Prefecture, and those established in Honjo, Tokyo,
during the Edo Period (1603-1867). These simple and expressive statues are said to have
faces among them that resemble visitors' parents or children.
These stone statues were originally installed in Sagami-ji Temple, which is to the south of
the Rakan-ji Temple, and are believed to have been built at the time of the temple
restoration in the early Edo Period, as well as objects of people s faith and memorial
services. Although the sculpting techniques used may be considered unrefined, nobody can
be unmoved when they think about the painfully beautiful and pure religious
devotion it took to build these 500 stone statues. These approximately 500
stone statues built in the early Edo Period are almost intact, and have long
been the subject of private faith and lore as illustrated in saying “there is
sure to be a statue resembling someone you know.”
Whether you find a familiar face or not, please enjoy these stone statues
that have gone rusty in color and weathered in appearance but remain
elegant. They are “Buddhas of rustic beauty in the field.”
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~ Five Hundred Arhats and Cultured Persons ~
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Burial mound of letters (Jiho-ni Shukan-zuka), Monument of Hiroak
established by Shozen Kojima (former priest of Rak
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Monument of Masaru Sakamoto "Renovation monument"
(former Hyogo prefectural governor) drawn by Shunto Ando
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Here, in the main hall, is enshrined the pnnopal object of worsnip of this temple
Yakushi Nyorai. It is associated with the “Pure Land of Blue Light,” and is a Buddha to
cure allills and agonies of the body and mind. It is accompanied by Nikko Bosatsu
and Gakko Bosatsu (deities of the sun and the moon), as well as the Twelve Heavenly
Generals as messengers of the Buddha.
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The principal object of worship in this hall is the Blue-faced Kongo Ryuo (Keumkang King
Dragon), a Buddha who watches over our lives. Also worshipped are a child on the right side
of the Blue-faced Kongo Ryuo; a chicken on the left; three Yashas (guardian deities sometimes
depicted as demonic warriors) under the child; and three monkeys on the bottom.

This is a Buddha to ward off bad luck, and it is said that you can spend a healthy life if you
worship it once every two months on the days of Kashin (which refers to the 57 of 60
permutations in the Oriental zodiac). There is also a Fureai Kannon (Goddess of Mercy for
heart-to-heart understanding), which is believed to allow, if you rub parts of it, to heal the
corresponding body parts.
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Here, Kannon (the Goddess of Mercy) and an Indian god

with an elephant head and a human body are enshrined. It is said that, in India,
elephants are revered as the king of beasts, so the elephants were deified and
made into representations of Shoten (Holy Heaven). These two statues stand so
that they hug each other, and are considered to be incarnations of Buddha for
family happiness and business prosperity.

Descent of Twenty-Five Bosatsu

5'3 —A_l"ﬂiﬁgé (a certain type of guddlﬂst saints)
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These statues are a suite of twenty-five Buddhist saints
that come following after the descent of Amida Nyorai

(the celestial Buddha) to welcome the spirits of the dead, leading us to the

Paradise of the West. They are the second oldest after those at Saikyo-ji Temple in
Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture.
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Mizuta family house
(Registered Tangible Cultural Properties of Japan)
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FBEBE Five Hundred Arhats
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JtZRDTE Accommodation in Hojo

By Car: About 5 km west from Kasai IC,
Chagoku Expressway (parking for 21 cars)
* Large car parking lot available
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. o A AL A2 . By Train: 20 minutes’ walk from Hojo-machi
R R e Station on the Hojo Railway

5O G RE Five Hundred Arhats of Hojo

T 675-2312 fparfilbsehribss 1293 Hojo 1293, Hojo-cho, Kasai-shi, Hyogo-ken 675-2312, Japan
TEL : 0790-43-0580 TEL: 0790-43-0580
H BB KA/200 /AN /1001 Admission fee: 200 yen for an adult;
(208D EoHIiADEE1601)  and 100 yen for a child
FEBIER 9:00 ~ 17:00 %4EHER  (160yen foran adult,in the case of a group of 20 or more)
Worship time: 9:00 to 17:00, open all year round

Facebook IC T EREH O #Z FEE ! @ Instagram @
500rakan_kasai




